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Minutes for the meeting held on 12th September 2018 at 7.30 pm 
 

Prior to this meeting, National Grid provided members of the council an update on the Hinkley C Connection 
Project and its impact on Compton Bishop Parish. There will be an open meeting for the parish prior to the 
commencement in the second quarter 2019. 
 
Members of the Public : Cllr R Filmer (SCC) 
Cllr Filmer reported that SCC Highways have a new machine to repair paths and roads. SCC are looking into 
using re-cycled plastic for road repairs, a cheaper and much faster method. Also the budget for SCC looks to 
have a £12M overspend. Savings are being investigated and lobbying Government being considered. There 
is a £20M overspend on Children’s services. 
 
The meeting commenced at 7.40pm  
Present : Cllrs A Lane(chair), D McCarthy, M Pritchard, E Parker 
Not Present : Cllr A Gooby  
 

1. To receive apologies for absence  

Cllr T Mason 

2. Approve the minutes of the meeting held on 11th July 2018 

They were unanimously approved 

3. Declarations of interest  

There were none 

4. Matters arising from the previous minutes:  

There were none 

5. Clerk’s Report  

Casual Vacancy – No applications had been received. It was agreed that DM would draft leaflets 
which would be distributed to encourage applicants for the vacancy. 

6. Finance Matters  

The financial Statement was unanimously approved 
The Clerk reported that finance is being sought from Lottery funding for repair and refurbishing 
finger posts for an estimated cost of £2,500-£3,000. The annual Lottery allowance is £10,000, 
the defibrillator project used £6,747 of the allowance. The remaining allowance would be 
sufficient for the finger post project refurbishing. 
All Payments were unanimously approved. 

A 2 year discounted Kapersky anti-virus licence, from £69 to £34.99, for on the Council’s 
Laptop was obtained. The repayment to the clerk for the on-line purchase of £34.99 was 
unanimously approved.  
Cllr Pritchard reported that a recommended ergonomically superior Stihl Strimmer, 
Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) and fuel can + 2 stroke petrol was purchased. The 
payment of £380 was unanimously approved. 
Clerks Fee for August 2018 of £223.94 was unanimously approved. 
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The Clerk advised The Council that VAT reclaims can be made for periods of up to 3 years 
and will be due this financial year. Any claim must have a purchase order issued by the 
Council and payed for with the council’s own funds. 

7. Planning Matters  

Planning Application :21-18-00012 - Construction of service road : It was unanimously agreed 
that there was no objection to this application 
Planning Application: 21-18-00013 - Erection of an agricultural livestock building and concrete 
yard :  The Clerk reported that there had been no response to queries raised with the planning 
officer. It was unanimously agreed to object to this application as it would appear that the 
applicant is living in a caravan on-site and the Council was not aware that an application for a 
residential caravan had been approved and therefore questioned the legality of the application. 
The extent of the barns and concrete area,  in a flood zone 3, appears excessive for the land 
being farmed. The Clerk was instructed to seek advice from Stuart Houlet the Sedgemoor 
Planning Service Manager. 
 
Planning Application 17-18-00073 : Proposed Yeo Valley development - The Council unanimously 
objected to this large development because of  1) It is a development which would have a 
significant negative impact within this AONB. 2) The impact of the additional vehicles that would 
use Axbridge Road significantly adding to the congestion and safety issues on this busy route 
which is already increasing because of the current and planned housing developments in 
Cheddar. 3) It would also impact the congested and dangerous A371/A38 junction at Cross. No 
plans are provided regarding traffic flow and impacts on the environment in the Countryside. 
This Application to be contrary to Core Strategy D5 and D14 and P6 and emerging Policy D20. 
Cllr Lane also commented on reports from the Cheddar Bloor Homes development that garage 
sized do not accommodate the newer cars (eg. SUV’s) so that cars are parked on the roads 
causing congestion. 
Sedgemoor Local Plan (2011-2032): Proposed Main Modifications Consultation -The Planning 
Advisor was requested to prepare and circulate a response to the consultation for comment 
from all councillors. It was unanimously approved that The Chairman would authorise the final 
response to be submitted to SDC. The closing date is the10th October. 
North Somerset Local Plan2023 - end date 10th Dec 2018 The Planning Advisor was requested to 
prepare and circulate a response to the consultation with particular consideration for the impact 
on roads, environment and the AONB.  

8. Highways and Environment Matters  

PROW AX15/1 The SCC PROW department has issued an order to contractors and has requested 
a completion date. 
Foot path issues Coffin Lane update – The lighting audit recommendations are being reviewed 
by a senior officer who has the authority to sign off the project. Cllr Filmer is liaising with Alyn 
Jones and will advise when or whether CBPC should meet with senior officers. CBPC strongly 
objects to the proposal for the numbers of lights and the massive posts which are more suited to 
large towns and cities. 
TRO (Traffic Regulations Order) for Keep Clear marking/yellow lines outside the New Inn at A38 
junction has been submitted by SCC. 
Wells Road Closure (Draycott) from 1st October 2018 : was noted.  
Webbington Road Lay-by Litter signs - Signs have been received and the cost of £45.60 was 
unanimously approved. DM is researching possible tree planting. 
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Bristol Airport expansion plan – The Chairman of the Bristol Airport Consultative Committee is 
involving CBPC and providing updates. The Clerk was requested to ensure CBPC attends any 
meetings relevant to the impact of traffic volumes at the A38/Cross Lane junction. 
Dog Bin at Compton Bishop : EP has met with a local resident and agreed a location for a 40ltr 
post mounted bin. The cost of £140 for the bin and weekly emptying of £2.68 was unanimously 
approved and will be reviewed after one year. 
Rubbish Bin at Church Lane. The current bin at the Church Lane bus shelter is beyond repair. It 
was unanimously approved to purchase the smaller post mounted ‘super-trimline’ bin to be 
fitted to the left wall of the bus shelter at a cost of £179.49 and the weekly emptying charge of 
£2.68 remains unchanged. 
AONB grant –Councillors were requested to bring proposals to the next meeting. The grants of 
up to £2,000 are for supporting initiatives for enhancing community facilities, awareness and 
enhancing landscape. 

9. Community Volunteer Village maintenance Group report 

Strimmer – Five people have been trained. 
Report on works performed last month : Grass Cutting, planting and maintenance of pots 
Compton Bishop road sign at Newtown cleared. The verge and hedging at Bourton Lane junction 
is overgrown and restricts visibility. The Clerk was instructed to contact the tenant farmer to 
request hedge/grass cutting.  
Plant box at Compton Bishop road sign There was unanimous approval to purchase and install a 
Plant box at Compton Bishop road sign at Newtown at a cost of £65 
Consider cost for plants, bulbs etc. for winter planting – Proposals to be to be considered at the 
next Council Meeting. SDC are offering free bulbs of ‘Woodland Mix’ daffodil bulbs. The Clerk 
was requested to apply for a bag which would be delivered.  

10. Correspondence + other communications   

NALC – SSSI consultation : as forwarded by SALC. As their Officer was on holiday this was sent 
out after the deadline. 
Axbridge Sorting Office and Post Office : A formal request to close the Axbridge Sorting office 
had been submitted to the Network Manager. The Post Master was concerned that this move 
will make the running of a post office not viable. A letter was been sent from this Council to 
oppose the request and maintain the Axbridge Sorting Office. A response from the Network 
Manager received today (12th Sept) states that he has rejected the request and the sorting office 
will remain in Axbridge. 
A request from the Mendip Hills AONB unit to make comments on the AONB Management Plan 
has been received. This can be filled in by individuals although it is aimed at organisations such 
as the Parish Council. References in the questionnaire relate to the use of the Management Plan 
by the organisation.  

Date of Next Meeting – Wednesday  10th October 2018  

 
 
The meeting closed at 9.20pm 

End of minutes 
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Minutes for the meeting held on 10th October 2018 at 7.30 pm 

 

Members of the Public : There were five members of the public present - Cllr R Filmer (SCC), J Hayward, G 
Fell, M Rolfe and T Gill who had previously requested to address the meeting on agenda item 6bi which 
would be brought forward.  
 
Present : D McCarthy, M Pritchard, E Parker  
Apologies : Councillors T Mason, A Lane 
Not Present : Cllr A Gooby  
 
Election of temporary Chairman : It was unanimously agreed that Cllr Pritchard would chair this meeting  

1. Approval of minutes: 

 The minutes of the meeting held on 12th September 2018  were unanimously approved 

2. Declarations of interest:  

There were none 

3. Matters arising from the previous minutes: 

 There were none 

 

Item 8  – Safe Pedestrian Access : Cross Lane (taken out of turn): 

• Mike Rolfe (resident) addressed the meeting and thanked Somerset County Highways for their 
acceptable proposals for the crossing and footpath. However MR was critical of the proposal of 
the inappropriate lighting scheme in a countryside location which was unacceptable. A meeting 
should be arranged with SCC to discuss possible acceptable compromises. 

• Tess Gill (Chair Cross-Axbridge safe Path Campaign) outlined the work of the formal Cross Lane 
project team, which reports to this council. The project has been well supported by parishioners 
over many years. The Council submitted a Small Infrastructure Submission (SIS) in 2015 and the 
road scheme was acceptable. SCC Lighting Auditors recently reviewed the lighting of the A38 
refuge and surrounding area. Their report concluded that their proposed lighting scheme was 
final and a rejection, by this council, would result in cancellation of the whole SIS project. 

•  J Hayward and G Fell (owners of The Old Manor House) expressed their opposition to the plans. 
They had set up a successful business with 7,000 guests over the last 3 years. The lighting 
scheme would remove a major asset of a countryside location with dark skies. The numbers of 
pedestrians using the footpaths were small, traffic in the evening and night was negligible. In his 
opinion, the Parish was not behind the scheme. TG informed the meeting that information and 
questionnaires had been sent to parishioners who have supported the safe path campaign.  

• Cllr. R Filmer reported that he had robustly challenged the proposed lighting scheme with SCC 
officers but the Lighting Auditors conclusions were final. He reported on the lighting and that the 
LED lighting would be directed adequately with cowling which focusses lighting downward. If the 
scheme was acceptable it is possible that works could be scheduled for completion by Easter 
2019. 

The Council considered the situation should be addressed by the full council and an extraordinary 
meeting would be arranged as soon as possible within the next two weeks. 
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4. Clerk’s Report  

Casual Vacancy – No applications received. 

5. Finance Matters  

The financial statement was approved unanimously 

The precept for next year, 2019/20, is required to be formed in November and submitted to 

SDC in December 2018. Councillors were requested to formulate their budgets for the 

November 2018 meeting. It was noted that a credit of £1,523.50 had been included in the 

CBPC precept payment. This was a refund of the payroll payments for the previous clerk. 

All payments were unanimously approved :  

Clerks Fees ( R Parker)- £223.94 

Hall fees May to October 2018- £102 

Plants and bulbs for winter planting (M Pritchard) £33.98 

Paint, Wood Stain, etc. for Church Lane bus shelter (K Mace) £37.34  

 Reimbursement-post & fixing 2 litter signs Webbington Road £22.94 (D McCarthy)  

6. Planning Matters 

Sedgemoor Local Plan (2011-2032): CBPC response has been submitted.   

New Planning applications and SCC Planning decisions – there were none 

An email regarding North Somerset affordable housing plan has been circulated. It was 

noted that the consultations on Local Plans includes the possibility of North Somerset’s 

allocation being passed on to Sedgemoor. 

7. Highways and Environment Matters 

PROW AX15/1 – The path has been restored. A new gated entrance, slope and hand rail has 

been installed also with a step and rail from Barton Roads. A letter of thanks has been sent 

to SCC/PROW. It was noted that an additional direction sign by the Webbington service road 

is required. The clerk was requested to contact SCC. 

Foot path issues 

(Taken out of turn - see above) 

Hedge cutting required Webbington/Sevier Road/M5 Bridge. DM volunteered to 

locate the owner.   

The overgrow path on the A38 Footpath has been reported to SCC (clerk) 

The ‘Footpath’ sign in Kennel Lane is broken. The Clerk was requested to report it to 

SCC/PROW  

TRO for ‘Keep Clear’ marking outside the New Inn at A38 junction – awaiting response from 

Catherine Tyson 

Congestion at the east end of Old Coach Road – a meeting with the residents to be arranged 

(DM/EP) 
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Lay-by Webbington Road – The actual ownership is still not known although the owner of 

the adjacent field is happy for work to be carried out, a site meeting will be arranged. (DM). 

Planting for Webbington Rd/Rackley Lane triangle – Planting of plants to a value of £50 was 

unanimously approved (DM) 

Finger Posts – Funding of repair work was not possible through The Lottery funding. 

Alternative funding to be researched (AL) 

Bristol Airport expansion plan – A letter was sent to ensure that CBPC is included in any 

discussion on the A38 safety issues and potential funding from Bristol Airport expansion. 

That he and Cllr Nigel Taylor, SCC Councillor for Axbridge, are representing Compton Bishop 

and Axbridge and will report back to councils.  

8. Community Volunteer Group  

Church Lane bus shelter has been re-decorated by KM 

The flower trough has been moved from the White Hart verge. It was reported that it 

appears that customers from the White Hart are urinating on the verge opposite. 

Winter planting of bulbs and plants is planned (MP).  

9. Correspondence + other communications   

The Chairman thanked G Fell and J Hayward for their donation of signs with the wording 

“Slow Community Event”. These will be stored at the Village Hall. 

National Grid is starting Archaeological surveying on the route of the undergrounding in 

Biddisham, Webbingon and Barton between October and December 2018. 

Defibrillator maintenance details have been received by the volunteers 

A complaint was made by a farmer about dogs being set loose and fouling the grass-keep at 

Bourton Lane. A notice will be erected. 

Date of Next Meeting – Wednesday  14th November 2018   

The meeting closed at 8.50pm 
 

End of minutes 
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Minutes for the meeting held on 14th November 2018 at 7.30 pm 

 

Members of the Public: There was one member of the public present, Cllr R Filmer (SCC) 
 
Present: Councillors -T Mason, M Pritchard, E Parker  
 

1. To receive any apologies for absence  

 A Lane, D McCarthy 

2. Approve the minutes of the Meetings, held on 10th October 2018 and the Extraordinary Parish 

Council Meeting held on 24th October 2018, were unanimously approved. 

3. Declarations of interest:  

There were none 

4. Matters arising from the previous minutes:  

There were none 

5. Clerk’s Report  

Casual Vacancy for Councillors : There has been interest shown by two residents. It was 

agreed that an article calling for applicants should still be published in ‘Contact’. 

Parish Council Elections will take place on 2nd May 2019.   

6. Finance Matters  

Finance  

The financial Statement was unanimously approved 
2018/9 Budget review : this was deferred to the next PC meeting due to the numbers of 

councillors present at this meeting. 

2019/20 Draft budget and Precept :  this was deferred to the next PC meeting due to the 

numbers of councillors present at this meeting. 

 

Payments  - All payments unanimously approved: 

Clerks Fees : £223.94 
3 x kerb weed treatment - £75 
Large planter - Timberworks Cross £70 : 3 bags Compost - £12  
Bitumen and Cuprinol for treating planter - £7 

7. Planning Matters 

The results of Planning applications results for October 2018 were noted. 
Planning Applications received : 

96-18-00017/18/19 : Hinkley Point C Connection – the DCO was noted. NG is currently 
engaged in an Archaeological survey and will also be notifying residents who will be affected 
by the installation of power cables of the programme of works.   
02-18-00039 Townsend Farm, gas-powered power plant and associated infrastructure- 
Council unanimously approved the submission of  an objection to this development. The main 
objections are regarding the development of an industrial unit located in countryside, the 
impact of four x 10 metre exhaust flues and associated waste gases, the impact of continuous 
noise, the visual impact in countryside immediately adjacent to the Mendip AONB. 
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North Somerset Council Landscape Character Assessment 2018(supplementary planning guidance). 
It was noted that this North Somerset assessment rates the AONB – Mendip Ridges and Coombes as 
important and significant features. 
SDC’s Annual Town/Parish Council Planning Seminar clashes with the local Cluster Group meeting but 
would be attended by the Planning Advisor and the Clerk. 

8. Highways and Environment Matters 

Foot path issues 

Cross to Axbridge safe footpath campaign : A meeting was held, in Axbridge, prior to 

this PC meeting. One Axbridge Councillor, the Chair of Axbridge Action and Somerset 

Councillor were among those present who will inform their respective members. The 

meeting was informed of the progress being made regarding safe access and 

associated safety and lighting installations planned.   

Overgrown Kerb at Webbington – SCC to be requested to maintain the weed growth 

on Sevier Road, east of the motorway bridge.   

The encroachment of weeds onto the footpath adjacent to A38 is unusable for 

mobility scooters and dangerous for pedestrians. A second report has been submitted 

to SCC. 

 AX15/12 (at The Scaurs) is getting overgrown with vegetation from adjacent land/ 

this will be reviewed and action taken. 

Highways: 

Withdrawal of Highways winter service 2018/19 (rock salt in dumpy bags) was to be 
withdrawn but central government has released funds and the service will continue 
this year. 
TRO for ‘Keep Clear’ marking outside the New Inn at A38 junction has been published. 

Webbington Road and Rackley Lane triangle planting – deferred to next meeting. 

Finger Posts progress report on funding – an application to the Lottery Fund was 

unsuccessful and other avenues have not been successful. A suggestion that this 

council funds the work was deferred to the next PC meeting. 
Mobile Temporary Speed Indicator Device (SID) - the proposal by SCC that parish councils to 

fund their own SID was noted and was not considered appropriate. 

Community Volunteer Group – The tub a New Town has been completed : the Parish sign at 

Webbington has been damaged, apparently by passing cattle. MP will get advice from ‘Arien 

Signs’ on how to repair the damage.  

9. Correspondence + other communications 

Cray Charity – The Chairman reported that the charity has benefitted 12 local applicants. He 

thanked Justin Cole for his successful management of the charity and funds. 

Dog Fouling – It was noted that the new dog bin at Compton Bishop has proved to be well 

used, reducing the amount of dog-fouling. 

The North East Cluster meeting - will be held on 22nd November. Cllr Parker will attend.  

Hinkley C Funding event -  is being held a Sedgemoor DC Offices on 22nd November from 

10.00 – 12.00. 

Somerset County Councillor gave a brief update on the Memorial Wood in Taunton 
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10. Date of Next Meeting – Wednesday  12th December 2018   

The meeting closed at 20.35 
 

End of minutes 
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Minutes for the meeting held on 12th December 2018 at 7.30 pm 

 

Members of the Public: There was one member of the public present, Cllr R Filmer (SCC) 
 
Present: Councillors -T Mason, M Pritchard, E Parker, T Brownlow  

 

1. To receive any apologies for absence: 

 Alex Lane,  Delia McCarthy and Carol Cox (co-opted) 

2. Approve the minutes of the Meetings, held on 14th November 2018  

They were unanimously approved. 

3. Declarations of interest:  

There were none 

4. Matters arising from the previous minutes:  

There were none 

5. Clerk’s Report  

Casual Vacancies – Councillor Tracey Brownlow was formally welcomed as a member of the parish council.  

6. Finance Matters  

Finance  
The Financial Statement was unanimously approved. 
2018/9 Budget review was received by councillors 
2019/20 Draft budget and Precept were deferred until the next Council meeting. 
CIL – This fund has changed to RTL2 and changes the use of this fund removes the limitation of 
use for play area only. 

Payments – All [payments were unanimously approved. 
Clerks Fees - £223.94 
Dog Bin and installation at Compton Bishop : £139.52  
Rubbish Bin at Church Lane: £133.39. The removal of the redundant waste bin at Church Lane 
was approved and a payment of £50 was authorised. 
A request for donations was unanimously approved for both Citizens Advice - £100 and Mendip 
Community Transport - £150.  

7. Planning Matters -  

Results of Planning applications for November 2018 - None  
Planning Applications received : 

21/18/00015  Variation of Condition 2 of Planning Permission 21/15/00017- there were no 
comments 
96/18/00025 DCO requirement 6 (1) (a) Soil Management Plan – was noted. 

Sedgemoor’s Planning Seminar was attended by the Planning Advisor and the Clerk. The significant 
topics were Local Plan and the value of commenting on all applications. A table showing the 
categories for Councils’ considerations were circulated to Councillors. 

8. Report on Cluster Group   

Cllr Parker reported on the contents of the meeting. A significant countrywide project, with funding of £1b, is 
led by Dr. Doland from Axbridge Surgery and will seek representatives from all Parish Councils. The objective is 
to reduce the dependency on hospitals.  Kia White, our Citizens Advice representative gave a presentation of 
their work, particularly on the homeless. 
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9. Highways and Environment Matters 

Foot path issues 

Cross to Axbridge safe footpath campaign : Cllr Parker reported on the lighting scheme 

for the Cross/Cross Lane junction. A meeting with the SCC team is arranged for the 

Chairman and Tess Gill to attend. Axbridge Town Council and Axbridge Action are 

approaching landowners regarding the possible improvements. Cllr Myerson is 

reviewing the footpath survey and classification to assist the aims of the project.  

AX15/12 (the Scaurs) a complaint has been registered about overgrowth to SCC. It was 

noted that the footpath is clear but there is some overgrown hedges/trees in places. 

SCC has issues a Paths survey and re-classification document to update the records on 

path usage and descriptions. This is being reviewed by the council’s FP Liaison officer.  

Road Signs 

Damaged Compton Bishop Sign at Webbington – MP will arrange for the repair.  

Damaged Finger posts : Funding from the Lottery is not possible. Council funding for 

the repair work at a cost of £2,500 was unanimously approved.  

The suggested replacement of the old Cross Signs by Bourton Lane and Cross Lane with 

ones similar to the sign in Old Coach Road was unanimously accepted. The works may 

require authority from SCC highways (DM) and a budget for the cost of the signs to be 

obtained (MP)  

Cross Milestone refurbishment –the Clerk reported that due to illness, the resources in 

English Heritage is depleted and have been diverted onto higher priority projects. It is 

hoped to progress the work in the spring. 

Other Highway issues 

Damage to verges by large farming vehicles. The Clerk was instructed to contact Alvis 

regarding the extensive damage to grass verges within the parish. 

Re-think on bench for Car parking area pull in - expense/possible damage etc.(DM) 

Planting at Webbington Road and Rackley Lane triangle – deferred to the next meeting 

Update on trees from Carbon Footprint – only small saplings would be provided which 

require significant long-term attention so will be re-considered. 

Grass/path clearing A38 Footpath north of Lunns Garage – this has been reported 

twice. Cllr Filmer will investigate. 

Report on Speed Check on Webbington Road – The results were inconclusive although 

it has shown the volume of traffic on Webbington Road and Old Coach road is still 

increasing. DM will reconsider possible action by the three households directly 

affected. 

10. Community Volunteer Group  

Report on works performed –It has recently been difficult to get volunteers motivated. It was 

suggested that the people looking after the flowers should be asked to agree the allocations 

of responsibilities.  
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Small Project Grants 2018/2019 – Cllr Pritchard suggested an area of verge towards Bourton   

Lane be made into a wild flower area. Costs for preparation of the area to be obtained. 

Cllr Parker reported on her meeting with Cross Hall representative regarding a secure storage 

unit. The options will be presented to the next Hall Committee meeting. 

 

11. Correspondence + other communications  

 There were no outstanding items.  

 

Date of Next Meeting – Wednesday 9th January 2019 

 

End of minutes 

 

 


